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MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH SENTENCING COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Thursday 24 November 2021 
By video conference  

 

Minutes 

 
Members present:   Krista Johnston  

     Hannah Graham 

    Lesley Weber 

    Sheriff Paul Brown (adviser)  

    Sheriff Andrew McIntyre (adviser)  
 
Secretariat:    Ondine Tennant (Secretary)  

David Ross (Senior Policy Officer)  

     
Apologies:   Joe Wallace (Communications Manager) 

 
1) PROCEEDINGS 

1. The position of Chair being vacant pending the appointment of new Council 

members, it was agreed to hold the meeting without a nominated Chair.  

 

2. Ondine Tennant advised that Joe Wallace, Communications Manager, was 

absent and tendered his apologies.  

 
Item 1.1: Draft minutes of last meeting 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting held on 05 August 2021 were approved. 

 

Item 1.2: Progress of actions 

3. An update on actions from previous meeting was provided to members.  
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Item 1.3: Private papers 

4. The committee agreed not to publish the following papers: 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

and 4.1.  
 

2) GUIDELINES 

Item 2.1: Communications update – Sentencing young people guideline 

5. The committee noted paper 2.1 which provided an update on communications 

around the sentencing young people guideline. Members noted the 

parliamentary and press interest and the  plans for further awareness raising 

activity in advance of the guideline coming into effect, including a series of 

videos and a webinar. It was noted that anyone asked to appear in a video 

should be made aware of the potential attention that might involve in terms of 

public profile.  

 

6. There was discussion of an apparent lack of awareness about the Council’s 

status as an independent body and it was agreed that some action to seek to 

address that would be appropriate. It was felt that this could be incorporated 

into general awareness raising, such as the provision of briefing to relevant 

individuals and organisations.  

 

AP1: Secretariat to consider activity to improve awareness of Council’s 
status as an independent body.  

 

3) COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA 

Item 3.1: Blog schedule 

7. The committee was provided with a list of suggested blog topics and potential 

authors, detailed in Paper 3.1. It was agreed that the secretariat should take 

forward arrangements for the revival of the blog and schedule blog posts into 

the communications plan as proposed in Paper 3.1. It was noted that 
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consideration was being given to an appropriate title for the blog and the 

secretariat would revert to members with options in due course.  

 

AP2: Secretariat to take forward arrangements for the publication of 
blogs in line with the communications plan. 

 

Item 3.2: Communications plan 

8. Ondine Tennant provided an update on the communications plan provided as 

Paper 3.2. It was noted in particular that most communications centred around 

the sentencing young people guideline but that other matters were also being 

taken forward, including the 2021-24 business plan, published earlier in the 

week, and plans to publish more detailed sentencing information, beginning 

with death by driving offences. The secretariat noted that the engagement with 

sentencers on the ongoing death by driving guideline work had been lower than 

expected and it was felt that this was largely due to time constraints. It was 

agreed that sentencers should be afforded more time to engage and that 

additional reminders should be sent.  

 

AP3: Secretariat to extend time for judicial engagement on death by 
driving guideline.  

 

Item 3.3: 2021 Communications report  

9. Members noted the communications report provided at paper 3.3. Social 

media, website and YouTube engagement have all increased over the course 

of the year, attributable in the main to the launches of the sentencing young 

people guideline, and, to a lesser extent, the sentencing process guideline.  
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4) ENGAGEMENT 

Item 4.1: Engagement  

10. The committee discussed planned engagement with the Sentencing Council for 

England and Wales, which in the first instance would involve a bilateral meeting 

of a small number of members from each body in January. It was agreed that it 

would be helpful to directly engage with the counterpart England and Wales 

subcommittee and that this should be explored.  

 

11. Members noted that it was intended to hold an informal session with the 

parliament’s Criminal Justice Committee in January 2022. Once a date had 

been identified, Council members would be canvassed for potential attendance. 

As well as communicating the Council’s planned programme of work, it was felt 

that the opportunity should be taken to discuss the Council’s approach to 

decision-making and the extensive research and consultation it carries out as 

well as the Council’s educational role and to promote its services in that regard 

to parliamentarians and parliamentary researchers.  

 
AP4: Meeting with Criminal Justice Committee members to include 

highlighting Council’s approach to decision-making and its 
educational role. 

 
AP5: Secretariat to explore with committee clerks and parliamentary 

researchers opportunities for providing or assisting with the 
production of factual information on sentencing for MSPs. 

 
5)  AOCB AND NEXT MEETING 

Item 5.1: AOCB 

12. No other business was raised.  

 

 



   
 

 
  

 

Page 5 of 5 
 

Item 5.2: Date of next meeting  

13. The date of next meeting of the Communications Committee will be discussed by 

correspondence. 

 

Scottish Sentencing Council Secretariat     November 2021 


